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The article reviews some of Vladimir Georgiev's main contributions to 
Indo-European linguistics from a contemporary point of view. First of all, I pre-
sent his concept of the bipartition of the Indo-European gutturals. Vladimir Ge-
orgiev believed that velars and labio-velars existed in the proto-language, while 
palatals developed in the so-called satǝm languages as a result of palatalization. 
One of the most significant arguments in support of this thesis is the irregular 
alternations of sibilant/affricate and velar in the same root in Baltic and Slavic 
languages. In contemporary Indo-European linguistics, however, the Neogram-
marian thesis of three guttural series has been re-established in light of new 
facts – triple reflexes of the gutturals in the Anatolian languages. I also consider 
one of the main contributions made by V. Georgiev in the field of Indo-Euro-
pean verbal morphology: his view about the rise of the -eh3 conjugation. His 
contributions to the decipherment of the Linear A and B are also mentioned. 
Further, I pay particular attention to the theory of the Pelasgian language, argu-
ing that the Pelasgian theory is based on a small but sufficient corpus of words 
that show coherent complex of common phonetic features, suggesting that most 
likely they belong to one and the same language. Georgiev’s contributions to 
the reconstruction of Paleo-Balkan languages, especially Thracian, are empha-
sized, as well. I then discuss his opinion that until the VIII–IX c. there was no o 
sound in Proto-Slavic but a correlation short a: long ā. Nowadays, this view is 
commonly accepted in Slavic linguistics. In conclusion, I present Georgiev’s 
concept of language laws, which in his opinion do not differ in nature from na-
tural laws. 
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